P.E.Dear Parents/Carers,
Happy new year! Welcome back to class 5, I hope you have all had a lovely Christmas? New beginnings are ahead, and we are excited about the challenges the new year may bring. 
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P.E. will take place on Tuesdays, and we are lucky enough to have Mr Hayes to take our lessons. Full school P.E. kit is expected to be worn all day on this day. Lessons may take place outside so your child needs warm PE clothing.  Children will not be getting changed at school. 
We will also be continuing with our swimming lessons from the 7th of January until the end of this first half-term. Therefore, swimming kits will need to be brought into school on Wednesdays. We are also extremely grateful to the parent helpers who have given their time to help around the pool for our lessons. It is vital we have a parent helper for our lessons so, please feel free to contact the school office if you can spare your time on a Wednesday morning from 9.50 am. 
Music
We are lucky enough to have our music lessons as a class with Mr Oakton, and these will happen after half-term each week on Thursday afternoons. 
Foundation Subjects
Our history learning this term is all about The Anglo Saxons and The Vikings. We will focus especially on the struggle for the Kingdom of England and Viking invasions. 
We will also be finding out about The Earth in Space in science. We will learn about describing the movement of the Earth, and other planets, relative to the Sun in the solar system. We will also find out about how we get day and night, the seasons and the movement across the sky. 

[image: See the source image]As part of our learning, we will be visiting Mansfield Museum and will have a tour around the museum and take part in a Viking re-enactment experience. The letter for Mansfield Museum will be sent out in the coming weeks.
Homework
Homework this term is still the same. We still would like the children to have a go on Timetables Rockstars at home where possible, we now also have the addition of Doodle Maths and Doodle English as online platforms for homework, and we are also sending home a homework menu and a homework book. The menu will have various activities on it linked to Maths, English, Science and History. This means the children will have more choice and can also complete activities on paper in their homework book, rather than everything being on computers/tablets.  
Spellings will be handed out on a Fridays. Children will no longer have a formal spelling test each week but are still completing spelling activities in school. They will also complete spelling quizzes to check they are practising and learning their spelling rules.
Reading
It is vital that your child reads at home, and we would like to encourage each child to read at least three times a week. This should please be recorded in your child’s planner. This year, we are giving out certificates for individual reads. Your child’s reads will be counted on a Monday, and certificates will be given out on the Friday. Certificates are given out for the follow number of reads: Bronze: 15 reads Silver: 25 reads Gold: 35 reads. We are also looking for volunteers to hear children read so if you have any free time, please let us know. 
Our door is open to everyone to share anything they wish to discuss. Please come and see us about any queries before 8:30 or after 15:15 and we will try our best to answer and solve any of your queries. Also, you are always welcome to leave a note in your child’s planner or contact the office if you wish to communicate with us and we will try our best to get back to you as soon as possible. 
Key Dates for Class 5
5th January – First Day Back
7th January – Swimming begins.
12th January – After School Clubs begin.
12th February – Final swimming lesson
11th February – Last day of Spring half-term 
23rd February – Children return to school. 
11th March – Mansfield Museum Trip

Best wishes Mrs Hird-Shaw and Mrs Rycraft
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